
Jesse Tree Readings 
 

Introduction:  
 
Jesse Tree readings  trace salvation history throughout all of Scripture from Creation to 
Christ’s coming, and serve to show that our salvation is in Jesus Christ alone.  Through these 
readings we follow God’s plan of salvation: from His choosing a people through whom to 
display His glory to the world, through His offering of the law, the writings of the prophets, 
and to the culmination in His coming in Christ, the perfect lamb who was slain for the sin of 
the world.  
 
These readings can be done at night when the whole family is present, after the meal or en 
route to bed.  During this time we prepare our hearts for Jesus’ Coming, both at Christmas as a 
baby and in His Second Coming in Glory.  
 
This intensified Bible time serves to search hearts and to bring hope in Christ.  These Advent 
readings are coupled with joyful, shorter readings in Epiphany.  This season then neatly 
culminates in the high point of penitential seasons, Lent, with it’s accompanying readings. 
With these two intensified seasons of Scripture readings that trace the Salvation of Jesus 
through Scripture, we can show our children the entire sweep of Scripture and prepare them 
for a lifetime of devotional reading.  
 
During the “Ordinary Time” of summer,  relax on readings and do shorter prayer times, 
Psalms, other worship through Scripture, prayer, song.  Advent readings are a high point of 
joy in our family worship that we look forward to every year.  
 
The ornaments accompanying this booklet are intended to offer children a way to participate 
in the readings, through cutting, coloring, and hanging on the tree.  A tree filled with Jesse 
Tree symbols makes a visual way to recognize Christ as the center of Christmas, and to keep 
Christmas focused on His Second Coming as well as His birth in the stable.  Purchased 
ornaments you reuse each year can be meaningful as well. 
 
Note on Ceremony: Our family typically lights advent candles on the Sunday of each week, 
adding to our Advent prayers.  This can be done, or a single candle used every time during the 
reading time.  Simplicity is freeing, ceremony can be reassuring.  Do what works for your 
people. 
 
Note on Scripture Readings: Generally for small children, summarization is good where 
narrative is concerned.  For poetry, I think a generous sprinkling of the Word of God itself is 
good preparation for understanding the voice of the Spirit as they grow older.  This Jesse Tree 



reading advocates some of both.  The older the child, the more words of actual Scripture should 
be used. 
Baby Bible may be used for smaller children, or impromptu summarizations with the words of 
Scripture sprinkled through may be advocated for some readings, for instance, the Joseph 
story, the Creation story, the Noah story, etc.  Summarizations have been offered here for the 
longest stories…..as a template or a help to the reader.  These can be further shortened to fit 
attention span or time limits of the family.  The main thing is doing it, not how well you do it! 
 
Suggested baby Bibles: Ken Taylor’s Red Bible or Bible in Pictures for Little Eyes; Sally Lloyd 
Jones Big Picture Story Bible; David Helm Big Picture Story Bible; New Living Translation or 
Living Bible paraphrase for middle elementary age children. 
 
Word of Caution: 
 
In spite of the goodness of this Salvation History Bible Time once a year (or twice if you do 
Lenten readings on the life of Jesus Christ, His words, works, Salvation offered freely to all, 
Resurrection Ascension and coming glory) it is also important to experience Jesus in prayer with 
children. 
 
The following is offered as an alternative to some Jesse Tree reading days, or a morning prayer 
routine. 
 
With very small children, I give them an icon or small picture of Jesus or cross to hold, we 
sometimes climb under a blanket together (we call this Mommy Mountain) and we say prayers 
to Jesus.  Little children like to climb up on His lap this way, and identifying with Mary as Jesus’ 
mother we can do this for them. 
 
Second, older children need this heart time with Jesus, too.  Encourage them to go away to a 
small enclosed space of their own with their Bible and just draw near to Him.  Holding a picture 
of Jesus or a cross can work with anyone no matter what our age.  We need to climb into Jesus’ 
arms and experience His love for us.  This is essentially what the Catholic practice of the Rosary 
is, drawing near to Jesus meditating on His mother’s receiving of Him at the annunciation, as 
she represents all of us receiving Christ for the first time, literally….This practice then moves 
through all the life of Christ and experience of Christ on the cross, celebrating His work of 
Salvation while maintaining a very close experience of Jesus through understanding His love for 
His mother.  I think we can all benefit from this attitude of closeness, we all need Him as our 
Father and this mothering love…..we can’t get by without intimacy with Jesus lest we become a 
driedout spring.  Jesus said, “If you had known who I am, you would have asked ME for living 
water…..”  Living springs that well up into Salvation, this is the Way of Jesus. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Child’s Prayer 
LORD Jesus, thank you for making me; 
Thank you for coming in the womb of your Mama Mary for me; 
Thank you for being born in a manger for me; 
Thank you for being Baptized for me; 
Thank you for saying “Let the little children come unto me” for me; 
Thank you for dying on the cross for me; 
Thank you for rising again from the dead for me; 
Thank you for going up into Heaven and sending your Holy Spirit to live inside me; 
Thank you for making a home in Heaven for me; 
Thank you for coming again for me! 
 
Thank you that you love me and want me to be your little child, 
to live in Heaven forever someday with you…. 
 
Lord Jesus, come into my heart and make me clean! 
 

Praying of St. John Chrysostom 
Jesus Christ 

I your father, I your spouse, I your home, 
I your nurse, I your root, I your foundation. 

Whatever your want, I will be. 
You will lack nothing.  I will work for you. 
For I came to serve and not to be served. 

I will be your friend and your host, 
your head and your brother, 

your sister and your mother.  I will be everything. 
Only be intimate with me! 

I will be poor for you, errant for you,  
on the Cross for you, 
in the Tomb for you. 

Above I plead the Father for your sake, 
on earth I became intercessor to the Father 

for your sake. 
You are everything for Me, 



brother, coheir, friend and member. 
What more do you want? 

 
 
 
 
 
Blessing of an Advent Wreath 
 
O God, by Your Word all things are sanctified; pour forth your blessing upon this wreath, 
and grant that we who use it may prepare our hearts for the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ and may receive from You abundant grace to worship You in Spirit and in Truth. 
Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 

First Sunday in Advent: Jesse Tree 
Advent Wreath 
Light 1st Purple Candle 
 
Leader: Jesus, Light of the World! 
Response: Shine in our Hearts! 
Leader: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, 
All: Free us from sin. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Root of Jesse: Isaiah 11 & 12 
 
There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, 
and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 
And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, 

the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
the Spirit of counsel and might, 
the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 

And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 
He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 

or decide disputes by what his ears hear, 
but with righteousness he shall judge the poor. 

and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 



and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 

Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, 
and faithfulness the belt of his loins. 

 
When Jesus comes again, the wolf shall lie down with the lamb, the lion will lie down 
with the lamb.  The calf and the lion and the fattened calf will all lie down together.  The 
lion will eat straw like an ox, and the the little child shall lead them.  No one will hurt 
anyone on all God’s holy mountain,  

F0r the earth shall be full of the knowledge of God 
as the waters cover the sea! 

In that day, the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples- 
of him shall the nations enquire, and the place of his rest shall be glorious. 

 
In that day the Lord will extend his hand a second time 
to recover the remnant that remains of his people, from the East 
and the Coastlands of the Sea. 
 
He will raise a signal for the nations 

and will assemble the banished of Israel, 
and gather the dispersed of Israel, 
from the four corners of the earth…..” 

 
For Discussion:  
 
Who is the Root of Jesse? 
Who is the Remnant? 
When will we be gathered in? 
 
Note: Remember that prophecy functions on three levels: the immediate future described in the 
time of its writing, the far future pointing to Christ, and the culminating future of His return. 
Also, as you read, remember that the Advent itself points to two times, it begins the time of 
preparation we go through each year, culminating in His birth, then extending through Lent to 
culminate in the ultimate celebration of Christ’s victory over sin and the grave at Easter.  In 
walking through this time of preparation with the people of Israel we have the opportunity to 
re-appropriate for ourselves the promises that are extended to us through Christ, of eternal life 
in Jesus our Savior.  
 
We can use this time to prepare ourselves for Christ’s coming again in Glory, His Second 
Coming.  For this reason, Advent is referred to as a Penitential Season, a time to dig deep into 



trust in Christ and Get READY! Prepare your family for this walk with Christ in the Scripture, 
and convey the excitement of being the People of God. 
 
 

Creation 
Advent Wreath 
Light 1st Purple Candle 
 
Leader: Jesus, Light of the World! 
Response: Shine in our Hearts! 
Leader: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, 
All: Free us from sin. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Genesis 1 & 2, Psalm 19 optional 
 
For Younger Children: 
 
In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.  The earth was without form 
and void, and the Spirit of God was brooding over the face of the deep waters. 
 
And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light.  And God saw that the light was 
good….Then He separated the light from the darkness, and called the light day and the 
darkness night, there was evening and morning, and that was the first day. 
 
On the second day, God separated the waters above from the waters beneath, and he 
called them sky and sea.  And the expanse above he called Heaven, and there was 
evening and morning and it was the second day. 
 
On the third day God separated the water from the dry land, and he named them sea 
and earth.  He said, “Let living plants appear on the earth, and let them yield fruit each 
season and bear fruit.”  God saw that it was good, and there was evening and morning, 
the third day. 
 
On the fourth day, God said “let there be lights in the sky to separate day and night and 
to mark the seasons, and let the great light rule the day and the lesser light rule the 
night.”  He made the sun, moon, and stars, and God saw that it was good.  THere was 
evening and morning, the fourth day. 
 



On the fifth day, God said, “Let the waters teem with creatures and the sky with birds, 
according to their kinds, and let them multiply and fill the sea and sky.”  There was 
evening and morning, the fifth day. 
 
On the sixth day, God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures,” and it was so. 
God saw that it was good.  Then He said, “Let us make man in our own image, and let 
him have dominion over the birds and the fish and the livestock on the earth.”  So God 
made man in his image, male and female he made them.  
 
And God blessed them.  And God said, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and 
subdue it, and have dominion over the fish and over the birds and over every living 
thing.”  And God saw everything that he had made, and it was very good.  And there 
was evening and morning, the sixth day. 
 
Thu the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. And on the 
seventh day God finished his work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day 
from all his work that he had done.  So God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, 
because on it God rested from all his work that he had done in creation.” 
 
For Discussion: Discuss how Christ was present at Creation, how we are His handiwork for 
the display of His Glory.   Suggested Activity: Spend time as a family thanking Him for His 
creation, and for His coming at Christmas.  Prepare our Hearts, LORD Jesus!  Make us ready 
for your Second Coming in Glory! 
 
 

The Fall 
Advent Wreath 
Light 1st Purple Candle 
 
Leader: Jesus, Light of the World! 
Response: Shine in our Hearts! 
Leader: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, 
All: Free us from sin. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Genesis 3 
 
For Smaller Children: 



 
For Discussion: Discuss how Christ had to come for our salvation, how our sin necessitated 
His coming, and how this promise is hinted at in the First Covenant with Adam, verses 14-19. 
What did Adam and Eve do that was wrong? 
What plan did God have to save them? 
How does God save us? 
Suggested Activity: Recite the Confession from the Book of Common Prayer as a family, or 
some similar prayer of repentance, and revel in the absolution. 
 
Leader: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

All:  Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 
Leader: Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins  

through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all  
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in  
eternal life. Amen. 
 
 

Noah Saved through the Flood 
Advent Wreath 
Light 1st Purple Candle 
 
Leader: Jesus, Light of the World! 
Response: Shine in our Hearts! 
Leader: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, 
All: Free us from sin. 
Thanks be to God. 

 



Genesis 6:5-9:17 
 
The Bible tells us that not many generations after Adam, the earth was so wicked that 
God regretted that he had made man.  The Bible says that every inclination of his heart 
was to do evil all the time.  That is a sad sad sentence in the Bible, the people He loved 
so well were so wicked that God was sad He had made them. 
 
But, one man, Noah, listened to God.  Noah found favor in the eyes of the LORD.  “Noah 
was a righteous man, blameless in his generations.  Noah walked with God, and Noah 
had three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth.”  Because Noah listened to God, God told 
Noah His plans.  He said, “Noah, I’m going to send a flood on the earth to put an end to 
all people.  Therefore, I’m telling you to build an ark.”  God told Noah exactly how big to 
make it, he was to make it as big as 1 and a half football fields.  That’s pretty big.  He also 
told him to make it in two levels and to cover it with pitch, or black sticky tar.  He also 
told him to fill it with two of every kind of animal.  He said, “For behold, I will bring a 
flood of waters upon the earth to destroy all flesh in which is the breath of life under 
heaven .  Everything that is on the earth shall die.  But I will establish my covenant with 
you, and you shall come into the ark, you, your sons, your wife, and your sons’ wives 
with you.  And of every living thing of all flesh, you shall bring two of every sort….” And 
Noah did this, “he did all that God commanded him.” 
 
So Noah went onto the ark, with his wife, his sons, his sons wives, and two of every kind 
of animals as well as seven pairs of all clean animals for sacrifice, and seven of every 
kind of bird, so that the earth could be filled with animals and birds again.  And on that 
day, God shut the door of the ark to keep them safe. 
 
Then it began to rain and flood, the earth poured forth water and the sky poured forth 
water and a flood poured over the face of the earth, raising the ark high above the earth. 
Everything was covered, even the highest mountains, about 30 feet underwater. 
Everything that was left on the earth died, save for Noah and his family.  For forty days 
it rained and flooded the earth.  And for 150 days after that Noah and his family waited 
inside the ark. 
 
But, the Bible tells us that “God remembered Noah and all the beasts and all the 
livestock that were with him in the ark.”  And God made a wind blow over the earth to 
dry up the waters.  Soon the ark landed on the mountains of Ararat in the land of Shinar. 
Then, the waters abated until the tenth month.  The tops of the mountains could be 
seen, so Noah opened the window of the ark and sent out a raven.  He wanted to see if 



the waters were dried up, but the raven soon came back.  Then he sent out a dove, but 
she flew back and forth and could find no place to rest.  Seven days later he sent her out 
again, and this time she came back with an olive branch in her mouth, and Noah knew 
that the waters were gone.  Another seven days later he sent the dove again, and this 
time she didn’t return.  She had found a resting place. 
 
When the waters were gone, Noah removed the covering of the ark and looked out to see 
the dry ground.  God said to Noah, “It is time to leave, come out of the ark with your 
wife, your sons, your sons wives, and every living creature, and be fruitful and multiply 
on the earth.” 
 
Noah and his wife and sons and their wives came out of the ark.  And Noah built an altar 
to the Lord and took some of every clean animal and bird and offered sacrifices.  God 
smelled the pleasing aroma of the sacrifice and said,  
 
“I will never again curse the ground because of man, even though the intention of man’s 
heart is evil from his heart.”  He also said that he would never again cut off every living 
creature, and that “while the earth remains, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, 
summer and winter, day and night, shall not cease.” 
 
He repeated his covenant with Noah and blessed him and his sons, saying, “Be fruitful 
and multiply and fill the earth, everything will be afraid of you, and you will rule over 
the creation of the animals.  Everything is yours for food, but do not eat anything with 
blood in it, and whoever sheds the blood of man by man shall his blood be shed, for God 
made man in his own image.” 
 
God said, “I establish my covenant with you and your offspring after you and with every 
living creature with you, for every creature that came out of the ark.  I  establish my 
covenant with you, never again will all flesh be cut off by a flood, never again shall a 
flood destroy the whole earth.”  For a sign of his covenant God said, “This is the sign of 
the covenant that I make between me and you and every living creature that is with you, 
for all future generations: I have set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be a sign of the 
covenant between me and the whole earth.  When I  bring clouds over the earth and the 
bow is seen in the clouds, I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and 
every living creature of all flesh, and the waters shall never again become a flood to 
destroy all flesh. When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remembers the 
everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the 
earth.”  God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that I have established 
between me and all flesh that is on the earth.” 



 
For Discussion:  What is a covenant?  The Westminster children’s catechism says, “A 
covenant is an agreement between two or more persons.”  Discuss the importance of God’s 
covenant with His people, starting with the first intimation of His covenant with Adam, and 
this reiteration with Noah.  How is the covenant developing? How does this reading point to 
Christ? Discuss how Noah being saved through the Ark is a reminder of how Christ saves us by 
folding us into His Body on the Cross; similarly, how the waters of the flood point to the waters 
of Baptism, which is His symbol of salvation. 
 
 

God Calls Abraham and Sarah 
Advent Wreath 
Light 1st Purple Candle 
 
Leader: Jesus, Light of the World! 
Response: Shine in our Hearts! 
Leader: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, 
All: Free us from sin. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Genesis 12: 1-9, 15: 1-6, Hebrews 11: 8-40 
For Discussion: Discuss how God called one man, Abraham, and through him began to 
establish His covenant people on the earth.   How is the Covenant between God and his people 
changing?  How does God intend to “Bless all families of the earth” through Abram? This is the 
nation of Israel, the people through whom He ordained to bring His Son, Our Savior, Jesus 
Christ, into the world for the purpose of Redeeming His sinful people.  Discuss how God’s 
foreknowledge and predestination of those whom He intends to save are His gracious gifts to 
us, how all are undeserving of His special favor and how obligated this makes us to share His 
good news in Jesus Christ. 
 

Sacrifice of Isaac 
Advent Wreath 
Light 1st Purple Candle 
 
Leader: Jesus, Light of the World! 
Response: Shine in our Hearts! 
Leader: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, 
All: Free us from sin. 
Thanks be to God. 

 



Genesis 22: 1-19 
For Discussion: Discuss the significance of God providing a ram to Abraham, and the 
cultural significance of God asking Abraham to sacrifice his only son.  (Hint: the surrounding 
nations practiced child sacrifice routinely as the acceptable sacrifice to solicit the help of their 
‘gods.’  In asking Abraham to sacrifice his only son, God was putting to rest the notion that He 
was a god like other gods, and showing that He Himself would provide the lamb for sacrifice.) 
Discuss how God asks us to let go of our idols to accept His true gifts. 
 

 
Jacob’s Ladder 
Advent Wreath 
Light 1st Purple Candle 
 
Leader: Jesus, Light of the World! 
Response: Shine in our Hearts! 
Leader: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, 
All: Free us from sin. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Genesis 28: 10-22; John 1: 43-51 
For Discussion: Jacob’s vision signified the coming of Jesus, the one who would connect 
Heaven and Earth, and restore relationship with God and man.  This was fulfilled in the 
person of Jesus Christ, the one on whom angels ascend and descend in this Scripture from 
John, and ultimately fulfilled when the disciples witnessed the Transfiguration in Matthew 17 
(and reflected on in II Peter 1). 
 
 
 

 
 
Second Sunday in Advent 
God’s People 
 
Advent Wreath 
Light 2nd Purple Candle 

 



Leader: Jesus, Light of the World! 
Response: Shine in our Hearts! 
Leader: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, 
All: Prepare us for You: 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Genesis 35: 9-15 
For Discussion: The next week will feature God’s providence through successive generations 
of His people Israel, the descendants of Jacob, Isaac, and Abraham.  We will see their successes 
and their failures, their conformity to God’s plan and their rebellion against God’s plan. 
Through it all, we see God’s unfolding promise as stated in Genesis 3, to provide a Savior for 
His sinful people.  Revel in God’s plan of salvation as you explain these truths of Scripture this 
week.  God is SAVIOR! 
 
 

Joseph 
Advent Wreath 
Light 2nd Purple Candle 
 
Leader: Jesus, Light of the World! 
Response: Shine in our Hearts! 
Leader: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, 
All: Prepare us for You: 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Exodus 37-50 
For Discussion: This is a long, long story, but well worth the reading, even if you chunk it up 
into several days and skimp on other readings, or use the Big Picture Story Bible by David 
Helm to cover this portion. Seeing how God remained faithful when His people were faithless, 
how He raised up salvation for them using the results of their own sin--selling Joseph into 
slavery--to save them during time of famine, is a story that points to Christ in so many ways. 
Enjoy it, savor it, and use it to teach your children how God is faithful in our faithlessness. 
(For homeschool families, this story has so many elements of the ideal story that it is a good 
one to use in teaching literature.  Elements to discuss include initial problem/conflict, rising 
action, climax, falling action, denouement; characterization; setting, etc.) 
 
Joseph Story 
Over many years in the land of Canaan, God’s people grew in size.  Jacob’s family grew to the 
size of 12 fine sons, but the youngest of them, Joseph, was favored as the son of Rachel, Jacob’s 
favored wife.  He was beloved his father, so much so that Jacob gave him a special many-colored 
coat. 



 
One day Joseph told his family how in the night he had had a dream in which all his brothers 
were like sheaves of wheat bowing down to him.  Another night he dreamed that his brothers 
and father and mother were moon and stars bowing down to him, and he was the sun. 
 
This didn’t make his brothers happy.  Even his father told him not to talk about such things. 
 
Time went by, and one day, Joseph was sent to bring word of his brothers who were pasturing 
the flocks at Shechem.  Joseph went, and when he had found them, the brothers decided to 
conspire against him and kill him.  One of the brothers, Reuben, advocated for Joseph that 
instead of killing Joseph he be thrown into a pit.  After a time, the brothers decided to sell him to 
some Midianite traders with their camel caravan. 
 
Joseph was not given up for lost, however, because in the land of wandering, God saw him and 
took care of him.  He was sold to a householder in Egypt named Potiphar, and in that place he 
prospered.  Soon he came to the notice of Potiphar’s wife, who lied about him when Joseph 
stood firm to obey his master Potiphar.  Potiphar misunderstood Joseph’s character and put him 
in jail, but even there, God took care of him.  
 
In jail Joseph became known as an interpreter of dreams, and everything God told him about 
dreams came true.  By and by, the Pharaoh had a dream that disturbed him greatly.  The 
wine-taster from Joseph’s time in jail remembered Joseph and his interpretation, and 
recommended him to the Pharaoh. 
 
Joseph came out of jail and interpreted Pharaoh’s dream rightly.  It was a dream from God, in 
which God warned him of the coming famine.  As Joseph told Pharaoh, “It is not in me to 
interpret dreams; God will give Pharaoh a favorable answer.”  Because of the dream which God 
interpreted through Joseph, Pharaoh named Joseph over all his kingdom to preserve crops and 
grain for future years of famine.  Egypt became very wealthy under Joseph’s leadership, and 
soon the surrounding nations were applying to Pharaoh for grain during the time of famine. 
 
Soon enough, Jacob sent his sons to Egypt to acquire grain, saying, “Why do you look at one 
another? Behold, I have heard that there is grain for sale in Egypt.  Go down and buy grain for us 
there, that we may live and not die.”  And it was here that Joseph met his brothers face to face.  
 
At first he gave lavishly to their need, sending back their money with them, but he asked for 
Simeon the oldest to be left with him until they brought back the youngest son, Benjamin, born 
after Joseph left to his mother Rachel.  Jacob, in response to further famine, agreed to send 
Benjamin the second time his brothers went for grain. 
 
This time Joseph could hardly contain his grief at seeing his brothers again, but still he held his 
secret back.  Grain was given, and again money was returned in the sacks.  This time, however, 
Joseph had his steward place his divining cup in the bag of Benjamin.  When the discovery was 



made, the brothers pleaded for the life of Benjamin, telling Joseph all he needed to know.  Judah 
said, “As soon as our father sees that the boy is not with us, he will die, and your servants will 
bring down the gray hairs of your servant our father with sorrow to Sheol.  For your servant 
became a pledge of safety for the boy to my father, saying, ‘If I do not bring him back to you, 
then I shall bear the blame before my father all my life.’  Now therefore, please let your servant 
remain instead of the boy as a servant to my lord, and let the boy go back with his brothers.  For 
how can I go back to my father if the boy is not with me? I fear to see the evil that would find my 
father.”  
 
When Joseph saw that his brother Judah was willing to give his life for Benjamin, he could 
restrain his grief no longer, and he revealed his identity, saying, “I am Joseph, is my father still 
alive?”  He wept upon their necks and said, “God sent me before you to preserve for you a 
remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors.  So it was not you who sent me here, 
but God.  He has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the 
land of Egypt….Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God 
has made me lord of all Egypt.  Come down to me; do not tarry. You shall dwell in the land of 
Goshen, and you shall be near me….There I will provide for you, for there are yet five years of 
famine to come….’”  Joseph was rejoicing not only that he could provide for his father, but that 
he could forgive his brothers and forge a new life for them.  He clung to his youngest brother, 
Benjamin as he said these words.  
 
The brothers reunited and Joseph was restored to his father, Jacob, when Jacob came with his 
family and flocks into the land of Goshen in Egypt to live permanently.  Thus God used Joseph 
and his suffering to save His people out of famine and to place them in the land of Egypt, in 
which they would learn their need of God in very real ways, becoming slaves in future years. 
 
It took many years for his brothers to trust that Joseph meant no harm,  on the death of Jacob 
he said to them, “‘Do not fear, for am I in the place of God. As for you, you meant evil against 
me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as they 
are today.  So do not fear; I will provide for you and your little ones.’ Thus he comforted them 
and spoke kindly to them.” 
 
God used this time in Egypt to position them to receive His hand of blessing as He created a way 
out of Egypt and out of the land of slavery in times to come.  This all became an object lesson in 
the slavery of sin and the freedom through Christ’s death and Resurrection that His people 
would one day need. 
 
Joseph stands as an example to us of the sacrifice of Christ for our sins.  What man meant for 
evil, God meant for good. 
 

Moses 
Advent Wreath 



Light 2nd Purple Candle 
 
Leader: Jesus, Light of the World! 
Response: Shine in our Hearts! 
Leader: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, 
All: Prepare us for You: 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Exodus 20: 1-21 
 
God had led his faithful yet faithless people Israel out of the land of Egypt.  They had 
seen His glory as He sent the plagues to persuade Pharaoh, they had seen his 
deliverance from the angel of death as they placed the blood of the lamb over the 
doorways of their homes, they had seen his deliverance from the outstretched hand of 
Pharaoh at the Red Sea when He led them across on dry land, they had seen the 
destruction of Pharaoh’s army, and they had seen his miraculous provision in the desert 
of Manna, quail, and water from the rock.  They still didn’t understand, though, His best 
was yet to come.  God was giving them His law, and showing them once for all that 
though they didn’t trust Him fully, and though they couldn’t keep His law, He intended 
to do everything for them, eventually even sending His own son to be the perfect 
fulfillment of the law and the perfect sacrifice for sin. 
 
Hear the word of the Lord from Exodus 20: 1-21: 
 
And God spoke all these words, saying, 

2 “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of 
slavery. 

3 “You shall have no other gods before[a] me. 

4 “You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in 
heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 5 

You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I the LORD your God am a jealous 
God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and the fourth 
generation of those who hate me, 6 but showing steadfast love to thousands[b] of those 
who love me and keep my commandments. 

7 “You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will not hold 
him guiltless who takes his name in vain. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+20&version=ESV#fen-ESV-2055a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+20&version=ESV#fen-ESV-2058b


8 “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 9 Six days you shall labor, and do all your 
work, 10 but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall not do 
any work, you, or your son, or your daughter, your male servant, or your female servant, 
or your livestock, or the sojourner who is within your gates. 11 For in six days the LORD 
made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested on the seventh day. 
Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy. 

12 “Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the land that the 
LORD your God is giving you. 

13 “You shall not murder.[c] 

14 “You shall not commit adultery. 

15 “You shall not steal. 

16 “You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 

17 “You shall not covet your neighbor's house; you shall not covet your neighbor's wife, 
or his male servant, or his female servant, or his ox, or his donkey, or anything that is 
your neighbor's.” 

18 Now when all the people saw the thunder and the flashes of lightning and the sound 
of the trumpet and the mountain smoking, the people were afraid[d] and trembled, and 
they stood far off 19 and said to Moses, “You speak to us, and we will listen; but do not 
let God speak to us, lest we die.” 20 Moses said to the people, “Do not fear, for God has 
come to test you, that the fear of him may be before you, that you may not sin.” 21 The 
people stood far off, while Moses drew near to the thick darkness where God was. 

 
 
For Discussion: Talk about God’s Law, about His amazing and perfect Law, our inability to 
keep it, and our need for a Savior, Jesus.  Suggested Activity: read through or memorize the 
Ten Commandments as a family. 
 
 

 
Conquest of Canaan 
Advent Wreath 
Light 2nd Purple Candle 
 
Leader: Jesus, Light of the World! 
Response: Shine in our Hearts! 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+20&version=ESV#fen-ESV-2065c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+20&version=ESV#fen-ESV-2070d


Leader: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, 
All: Prepare us for You: 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Numbers 13-14:12 
Joshua 1, 4 
Numbers 24: 15-19 
For Discussion: Discuss how God ordained for Israel to conquer Canaan and how Israel 
disobeyed, by failing to trust God’s power and sovereign will over the nations, even after they 
had received the deliverance of the Exodus.  Discuss how God delivered Israel through the time 
of testing in the desert, and finally brought His promised people into the Promised Land under 
Joshua.  In Numbers 24 we watch as Balaam, the prophet of Midian, when asked to curse the 
nation of Israel, is instead given a vision of the long-off promised Savior, Jesus.  This happened 
long before Israel even knew how desperately she needed God’s Salvation in Jesus.  
Suggested Activity: build your own stone of remembrance in your household, whether 
through an actual stone pile or an altar of some other type.  Remember God’s goodness to you 
as a family and make a list of His goodness in times past.  On Youtube, find a recording of 
Mendelssohn’s, “There Shall a Star from Jacob Come,” and watch it together. 
 

Ruth and Boaz 
Advent Wreath 
Light 2nd Purple Candle 
 
Leader: Jesus, Light of the World! 
Response: Shine in our Hearts! 
Leader: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, 
All: Prepare us for You: 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Ruth 1-4 
For Discussion: This story not only is a beautiful love story (the best in Scripture) but it also 
points to our Kinsman Redeemer, Jesus, who supplies our need for salvation in the nick of 
time.  It shows God’s providence in Jesus’ family tree, as Ruth and Boaz become the parents of 
Obed, the father of Jesse, the father of David, who was the ancestor of Christ.  Ruth’s inclusion 
in Jesus’ family tree as a Moabitess gives hope to all of us who are gentiles: though far off from 
Christ, we may be brought in through His salvific work on the cross.  Suggested Activity: 
Read Jesus’ genealogy in Matthew and talk about your own providential family tree. 
 
 



Samuel, David 
 
Advent Wreath 
Light 2nd Purple Candle 
 
Leader: Jesus, Light of the World! 
Response: Shine in our Hearts! 
Leader: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, 
All: Prepare us for You: 
Thanks be to God. 

 
I Samuel 16: 1-13, II Samuel 5: 1-5, 0ptional Act 2: 14-41, on David pointing 
to Jesus Christ 
For Discussion: Samuel was called by God to be a prophet to His people when he was still a 
young child, during the time of the Kings.  When Israel insisted on having an earthly king, 
rather than being led by God alone, God called Samuel to anoint Israel’s first king, Saul.  Saul 
was later shown to be corrupt, and God chose David from all his brothers:  David, who trusted 
in God alone.  This issue of the kingship showed both Israel’s wayward heart in wanting a king 
“like the other nations,” and God’s sovereign choice of a man who would point His people 
toward Christ.  David, a man after God’s own heart, is an example of a flawed and sinful 
person who yet trusted whole-heartedly in God His Father for salvation, ultimately found in 
Christ alone.  He points to Christ, the son of David, and shows us once for all that even the best 
king cannot save God’s people, only Christ, the SON OF GOD can do this singular task. 
 

 
Solomon and the Temple 
Advent Wreath 
Light 2nd Purple Candle 
 
Leader: Jesus, Light of the World! 
Response: Shine in our Hearts! 
Leader: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, 
All: Prepare us for You: 
Thanks be to God. 

 
I Kings 3: 3-14; 6-9: 9 
For Discussion: Solomon was chosen by God to be the builder of the temple, the place where 
God’s glory would dwell.  God’s glory remained in the temple for many long years, until in 



response to God’s people’s sin, the Glory of the LORD departed from the temple.  In Christ, 
God’s temple is restored.  Jesus told His disciples He would destroy the temple and rebuild it in 
three days (Matthew 26: 61, Mark 14: 58, John 2: 19) a reference to His death and 
Resurrection.  In the epistles, Paul refers to us who believe as the Temple of the Holy Spirit (I 
Corinthians  3: 16, 6: 19) and Peter refers to Christians together being built into living stones (I 
Peter 2: 5).  Read all these passages to your children and marvel: how blessed we are to be 
born again into a living Hope in Christ. 
 
 

Josiah Finds the Law 
Advent Wreath 
Light 2nd Purple Candle 
 
Leader: Jesus, Light of the World! 
Response: Shine in our Hearts! 
Leader: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, 
All: Prepare us for You: 
Thanks be to God. 

 
II Kings 22, 23 
For Discussion: Throughout the history of the people of Israel in the Old Testament, God 
again and again used people who were committed to His ways to bring the people back; 
people like Josiah, who, when the books of the Law were rediscovered in the Temple, turned his 
heart to repentance and temporarily brought the people along with him.  Unfortunately such 
reforms were short-lived and only lasted as long as a good king was in power, if that long. 
Such reforms are ever prone to die, because they rest in the hands of sinful people like you and 
I.  Jesus is the only Redeemer who can effectively put to death our sins on the cross, as He bore 
them in our place, and who can, in His Risen Life, bring about lasting change. Suggested 
Activity: Thank God for His redemption in Jesus Christ.  Thank Him for His goodness, 
prepare for Sunday Worship. 
 
 

Third Sunday in Advent 
Prophecy 
Advent Wreath 
Light Rose Candle 
 
Leader: Jesus, Light of the World! 
Response: Shine in our Hearts! 



Leader: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, 
Response: You rule the World! 
All: Come into our Hearts, Lord Jesus! 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Isaiah 42: 1-9 
For Discussion: All prophecy in Scripture points toward Christ and this is a prime example. 
Discuss how Jesus is the fulfillment of all our hopes and dreams for reunion with God in Jesus, 
how He never breaks a bruised reed or quenches a smoldering wick.  Prepare for a 
roller-coaster ride through the prophets this week!  Get ready!  Suggested Activity: Older 
readers may enjoy reading the Bruised Reed by Richard Sibbes, the “heavenly Dr. Sibbes,” a 
Puritan preacher who understood the gentleness of Jesus in calling home a sinner to his 
keeping. 
 
 

Elijah 
Advent Wreath 
Light Rose Candle 
 
Leader: Jesus, Light of the World! 
Response: Shine in our Hearts! 
Leader: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, 
Response: You rule the World! 
All: Come into our Hearts, Lord Jesus! 
Thanks be to God. 

 
I Kings 18: 17-46 
 
 
For Discussion: Discuss how Elijah, the prophet of God in the time of Ahab, was led by God 
to return the hearts of the people to Himself.  Say the refrain of the people over and over to 
yourselves: The Lord, He is God, the LORD, He is GOD!  Celebrate that the same God who sent 
fire down on Mt. Carmel, defeated the prophets of Baal on that day, and who sent rain when it 
hadn’t rained in three years, rose Jesus from the Dead, and defeated satan’s hold on our lives 
through sin in a single day!  GOD IS GOD!  The LORD, HE IS GOD! AMEN. 
 
 

Root of Jesse, The Lion and the Lamb 
Advent Wreath 



Light Rose Candle 
 
Leader: Jesus, Light of the World! 
Response: Shine in our Hearts! 
Leader: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, 
Response: You rule the World! 
All: Come into our Hearts, Lord Jesus! 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Isaiah 11: 1-12;  
Isaiah 12 
For Discussion: Some of the choicest passages of prophecy are contained in this passage; 
Discuss how these passages are fulfilled in Jesus Christ, and celebrate how in that day the lion 
will lie down with the lamb, that when the root of Jesse appears, the place of His rest will be 
GLORIOUS!  Remember, prophecy works on two time-tables, and Advent refers to Jesus’ 
coming as a baby, and looks ahead to His Coming Again in GLORY! 
 
 

Prophecy of the Prince of Peace 
Advent Wreath 
Light Rose Candle 
 
Leader: Jesus, Light of the World! 
Response: Shine in our Hearts! 
Leader: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, 
Response: You rule the World! 
All: Come into our Hearts, Lord Jesus! 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Isaiah 2: 1-4,  7: 14, 9: 1-7 
For Discussion: Like choicest fruit, these prophecies of Christ are the joyous morsels to savor 
all week.  Suggested Activities: Memorize the names of Christ found in Isaiah 9: 6.  Listen 
to Handel’s Messiah as a family after supper. 
 
 

Prophecy of the Suffering Servant, the Lamb who 
was Slain 
Advent Wreath 
Light Rose Candle 



 
Leader: Jesus, Light of the World! 
Response: Shine in our Hearts! 
Leader: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, 
Response: You rule the World! 
All: Come into our Hearts, Lord Jesus! 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Isaiah 52: 13-53: 12 
Matthew 26-27 
For Discussion: Here we come to the heart of the matter: Jesus came as a baby in a manger 
to die on the cross for our sins.  It doesn’t get any more REAL than that.  Revel in Christ as 
Savior.  Suggested Activity: sing Amazing Grace, or any such hymn that reminds us of why 
Jesus had to die for us, that little baby in the manger for our sins.  For older children: Read 
Matthew 26: 57-27: 66.  How were the prophecies in Isaiah 53 fulfilled in the Crucifixion of 
Jesus Christ?  Why was it important that all these prophecies were fulfilled? 
 
 

Prophecy of the New Covenant 
Advent Wreath 
Light Rose Candle 
 
Leader: Jesus, Light of the World! 
Response: Shine in our Hearts! 
Leader: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, 
Response: You rule the World! 
All: Come into our Hearts, Lord Jesus! 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Jeremiah 23: 5-6; 31: 31-34 
For Discussion: The Coming of Christ our Messiah has not only rolled away our sins in His 
death on the cross, but has also established a new world order, a Covenant between God and 
man in which God’s Law is actually written on our hearts.  Suggested Activity: read Acts 2 
and discuss how the coming of the Holy Spirit fulfills this Scripture.  The disciples were 
gathered in celebration of Pentecost, the day commemorating the coming of the first law of 
Moses down from Mt. Sinai in the Ten Commandments.  We now think of Pentecost as the 
coming of the Holy Spirit and the indwelling presence of Jesus following our Salvation in the 
death and Resurrection of Christ.  How amazing that we can have His law written on our 
hearts, engraved in living flesh through the indwelling presence of Christ in the person of the 
Holy Spirit.  One God in Three Persons.  Celebrate! 



 
 

Prophecy of Bethlehem 
Advent Wreath 
Light Rose Candle 
 
Leader: Jesus, Light of the World! 
Response: Shine in our Hearts! 
Leader: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, 
Response: You rule the World! 
All: Come into our Hearts, Lord Jesus! 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Micah 5: 2-5a 
For Discussion: Why was it important that Jesus be born in Bethlehem, the City of David? 
Notice its proximity to Jerusalem, the capital of Israel and the expected place of Christ’s birth 
to the Wise Men in Matthew 2:1-6.  How does this tiny place exemplify to you the kind of birth 
Christ had, and the kind of announcement God made to the unlikeliest of audiences (Luke 2: 
8-20)?  Suggested Activity: Sing “O Little Town of Bethlehem” or find a choral rendition on 
Youtube.  Watch the Little Drummer Boy, also on Youtube. 
 
 

Fourth Sunday in Advent 
The Exile 
Advent Wreath 
Light 4th Purple Candle 
 
Leader: Jesus, Light of the World! 
Response: Shine in our Hearts! 
Leader: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, 
Response: You rule the world! 
All: Come into our hearts, Lord Jesus! 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Daniel 3; 6: 10-28 
For Discussion: God’s people had sinned, and as promised, God sent them into Exile.  Not 
without a promise, however, of a return more glorious than anyone could expect: salvation in 
Jesus coming around the corner.  Daniel represents a type of Christ, and points to our 
one-time Messiah.  These stories show God’s faithfulness in the near run, and point to the 



eventual return of His people Israel, and our eventual in-gathering into Christ in His Salvific 
work on the Cross for our sins. 
 
 

The Return 
Advent Wreath 
Light 4th Purple Candle 
 
Leader: Jesus, Light of the World! 
Response: Shine in our Hearts! 
Leader: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, 
Response: You rule the world! 
All: Come into our hearts, Lord Jesus! 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Ezra 1: 1-8; Nehemiah 1; 4: 15-23 
Jeremiah 25: 1-14; 29: 1-10 
For Discussion: God’s people are restored to their former place, and the temple and wall are 
rebuilt.  When they return, they are positioned in God’s plan for His great revelation of the 
coming Messiah, Jesus Christ our Savior.  Remember Christ described Himself as the temple 
that he would destroy and rebuild in three days.  
 
 

Zachariah and Elizabeth 
Advent Wreath 
Light 4th Purple Candle 
 
Leader: Jesus, Light of the World! 
Response: Shine in our Hearts! 
Leader: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, 
Response: You rule the world! 
All: Come into our hearts, Lord Jesus! 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Luke 1: 5-25, 39-45, and 57-80 
For Discussion: “The Babe in her womb Leaped for Joy!” John is the first of God’s people to 
respond with joy to the coming of Christ, showing us that he saw Christ’s coming as the Good 
News that it is.  Even as a baby in the womb, John leaped for Joy.  In this passage we have 



what some call the first meeting of the church: the fellowship of Believers, recognition of Christ 
as Savior, and the first instance of worship of Jesus Christ in Mary’s Song, the Magnificat. 
 
 

John the Baptist 
Advent Wreath 
Light 4th Purple Candle 
 
Leader: Jesus, Light of the World! 
Response: Shine in our Hearts! 
Leader: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, 
Response: You rule the world! 
All: Come into our hearts, Lord Jesus! 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Luke 1: 39-45; Matthew 3: 1-12 
For Discussion:  Scripture tells us that John the Baptist was Jesus’ cousin.  In the womb he 
recognized his Savior.  How can we leap for joy at the coming of Christ, and how can we share 
the Good News?  How can we prepare for Christ’s coming, both at Christmas and at His 
Second Coming? 
 
 

Mary 
Advent Wreath 
Light 4th Purple Candle 
 
Leader: Jesus, Light of the World! 
Response: Shine in our Hearts! 
Leader: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, 
Response: You rule the world! 
All: Come into our hearts, Lord Jesus! 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Luke 1: 26-56 
For Discussion: A favorite hymn is the Magnificat, or Song of Mary.   Mary was the first to 
bear Christ, in her case, literally as she carried the tiny Christ in her womb.  Suggested 
Activity: recite the Magnificat together often until it is memorized.  It is the first poem to 
Christ in Scripture and our response to Jesus is typified in these words: “My Soul Magnifies the 
LORD!  And My spirit rejoices in God my SAVIOR!”  What a Savior! 



 
 

Joseph 
Advent Wreath 
Light 4th Purple Candle 
 
Leader: Jesus, Light of the World! 
Response: Shine in our Hearts! 
Leader: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, 
Response: You rule the world! 
All: Come into our hearts, Lord Jesus! 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Matthew 1: 18-25 
For Discussion: Joseph represents the second Christian’s response to Christ’s birth.  In the 
face of a difficult situation, he chose to respond by faithfully carrying out the work of 
shepherding Mary, acting as earthly father to Christ, and obeying what the angel of God told 
him to do.  Simple obedience, can we do less? 
 
 

BIRTH OF CHRIST 
Advent Wreath 
Replace 4 Advent Candles with White Candles, light all and Center White Candle 
 
Leader: Jesus, Light of the World! 
All: Shine in our Hearts! 
Leader: We Rejoice in You! 
All: Come, Lord Jesus! 
Thanks be to God, Alleluia! 
 

Birth of Christ: Luke 2: 1-20 
The Birth of the Messiah, the culmination of Redemption History beginning in the life of Christ, 
to come to complete fulfillment in His death and Resurrection 33 years later, the beginning of a 
never-ending story of Redemption and Joy.  How We LONG TO SEE YOU COME AGAIN IN 
GLORY, JESUS OUR MESSIAH!  HalleluYah!  Praise the LORD. 
 
 

Christ’s Birth told to the Shepherds 



Advent Wreath 
Light 4 White Candles and Center White Candle 
 
Leader: Jesus, Light of the World! 
Response: Shine in our Hearts! 
Leader: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, 
Response: You rule the world! 
All: Come into our hearts, Lord Jesus! 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Luke 2: 8-20 
For Discussion: Read Psalm 23.  What significance did it have for Jesus’ Birth to be 
announced by angels to shepherds outside Bethlehem?  What does this mean for US?  Truly, 
Good News of Great JOY for all people.  Suggested Activity: Listen to the “Glory to God” 
portion of Handel’s Messiah on Youtube.  Sing along! 
 
 

Epiphany 
Note: “Epiphany” means manifestation, sudden insight into the divine nature, 
and specifically, the manifestation of Jesus to the gentiles when the Magi 
understood the King of all Kings had been born.  Each of these stories sheds light 
on who Jesus is, who He came for, and what He came to do.   The length of the 
Epiphany season varies depending on when Easter is and when Lent begins. 
Technically, Epiphany is the season between Epiphany Sunday and Lent. 
Included here are five readings to cover this season, which may be longer or 
shorter depending on Easter.  These five are standard fare.  Other readings can 
include the Ministry of Jesus, the first healings, the Sermon on the Mount, etc. 
Enjoy this time of sudden understanding of who Jesus is and what He came to do 
and why He had to die for our sins! 
 

Jesus Worshipped by the Magi 
Christmas Wreath 
Light 4 White Candles and Center White Candle 
 
Leader: Jesus, Light of the World! 
Response: Thanks be to God. 
Leader: Nations will walk in your light, 
Response: And Kings by the brightness of your splendor. 
All: Thanks be to God. 



 
Matthew 2: 1-18 
For Discussion: Discuss the significance of the star’s appearing to the Magi.  Why is this 
Good News for us, the seeking by God Almighty of the lost from the nations.  Reread Numbers 
24: 15-19.  Jesus was the Messiah for the Jews and for the Gentiles, Salvation.  Read this 
passage again, focusing on this first recognition by Gentile leaders of Jesus as both King and 
Messiah. 

 
Anna and Simeon Worship Jesus in the Temple 
Christmas Wreath 
Light White Candles 
 
Leader: Jesus, Light of the World! 
Response: Thanks be to God. 
Leader: Nations will walk in your light, 
Response: And Kings by the brightness of your splendor. 
All: Thanks be to God. 

 
Luke 2: 21-39 
For Discussion: Who did Anna and Simeon say Jesus was?  How is Jesus both Consolation 
and Glory?  How did the preparedness of Anna and Simeon evidence itself in their lives?  How 
did this enable them to recognize Jesus, the baby Jesus, as the Messiah for the whole world, on 
sight?  How can we be more ready to see His handiwork and presence in our lives?  How can 
we prepare for the Second Coming of Christ?  Suggested Activity: Memorize the Song of 
Simeon, the best song of recognition in Scripture and an excellent bedtime recitation, part of 
the Book of Common Prayer Evening Prayer and Compline, or bedtime, liturgy. 

 
Boy Jesus in the Temple 
Christmas Wreath 
Light White Candles 
 
Leader: Jesus, Light of the World! 
Response: Thanks be to God. 
Leader: Nations will walk in your light, 
Response: And Kings by the brightness of your splendor. 
All: Thanks be to God. 

 



Luke 2: 41-52 
For Discussion: We all resonate with this story of Jesus as a boy in the temple, confounding 
the elders, breaking away from his mother’s apron strings.  However, the main point of this 
story occurs in the simple, breath-taking words of Christ to his mother: “Didn’t you know I had 
to be in my Father’s house?  But they did not understand what He was saying to them.”  In this 
passage Jesus is revealed as God’s SON!  How astounding that must have been to His parents. 
How can we be aware of God’s holy presence in our lives?  How can we increase in 
understanding of His will for us? 
 
And, can we, like Jesus next did in obeying his parents, reverence those who do not understand 
without complaint? 
 

 
First Sunday after Epiphany 
Baptism of Jesus 
Christmas Wreath 
Light White Candles 
 
Leader: Jesus, Light of the World! 
Response: Thanks be to God. 
Leader: Nations will walk in your light, 
Response: And Kings by the brightness of your splendor. 
All: Thanks be to God. 

 

John 1: 19- 42; Luke 3: 1-23; Mark 1: 1-13; Matthew 3 
For Discussion: This is the beginning of Jesus’ earthly ministry, and the point at which God’s 
plan in Christ is first made known: “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased.” 
Here Jesus is identified, by God HIMSELF, as God’s Son.  In this announcement, Jesus’ earthly 
ministry begins.  In response, how should we align ourselves?  All aligning of the will 
according to Jesus is our necessary act of obedience, and all love for Christ who died for us is 
implied in this blessing.  Accept Christ’s baptism in the water and into His Death and 
Resurrection, and all that is implied in this blessing becomes our inheritance in Christ.  What a 
Savior, what a FATHER.  PRAISE GOD. 
 
 

Second Sunday after Epiphany 
Miracle at Cana of Galilee 
Christmas Wreath 



Light White Candles 
 
Leader: Jesus, Light of the World! 
Response: Thanks be to God. 
Leader: Nations will walk in your light, 
Response: And Kings by the brightness of your splendor. 
All: Thanks be to God. 

 
John 2: 1-11 
For Discussion: How is Jesus revealed in this passage?  Who witnesses this “Epiphany” of 
Jesus? What significance does this miracle have, as the first miracle of Jesus, and why does it 
occur at a wedding? What sort of symbolism does this evoke? 
 

 
Third Sunday after Epiphany 
Calling of the Disciples, Jesus in Nazareth 
Christmas Wreath 
Light White Candles 
 
Leader: Jesus, Light of the World! 
Response: Thanks be to God. 
Leader: Nations will walk in your light, 
Response: And Kings by the brightness of your splendor. 
All: Thanks be to God. 

 
Matthew 4: 12-23, Mark 1: 14-20, John 1: 43-51 
Luke 4: 14-44 
For Discussion: Do you remember the passage we read during the reading for Jacob’s 
ladder at the beginning of Advent?  Here we see Jesus Himself announcing that His disciples 
would see “angels ascending and descending on the Son of Man.”  In announcing this Jesus 
was showing His role as mediator between God and Man, and identifying Himself with 
prophecies in Ezekiel which portrayed the Son of Man, seated on a throne.  He came to reign, 
as Savior of the world, in our hearts and lives.  Enthrone Him now! 
 
In the second passage, Luke 4, we see Jesus in Nazareth proclaiming that He is the fulfillment 
of all the prophecies, the one anointed to proclaim the good news to the poor, freedom to the 
captives, to give sight to the blind.  And for this they wanted to stone Him!  Again, enthrone 
Him now! 



 

 
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 
The Miraculous Catch of Fish 
Christmas Wreath 
Light White Candles 
 
Leader: Jesus, Light of the World! 
Response: Thanks be to God. 
Leader: Nations will walk in your light, 
Response: And Kings by the brightness of your splendor. 
All: Thanks be to God. 

 
Luke 5: 1-11 
For Discussion: How is Jesus revealed to Peter, and to us, in this passage?  What is Peter’s 
response to his “Epiphany” of Jesus?  What does he do?  What does Jesus say?  How does this 
make you feel, respond? 

 
Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 
Transfiguration of Christ 
Christmas Wreath 
Light White Candles 
 
Leader: Jesus, Light of the World! 
Response: Thanks be to God. 
Leader: Nations will walk in your light, 
Response: And Kings by the brightness of your splendor. 
All: Thanks be to God. 

 
Matthew 17: 1-23 
For Discussion: This passage, as amazing as it is, becomes even more meaningful in context. 
Let’s think about this context for a minute: How did the disciples display their ignorance of 
who Christ is?  In the story of the boy with a demon, how did they display their ignorance of 
who Christ is?  What did Christ accuse them of?  Reread verses 22-23.  Do they understand any 
better here?  How can we dig deep into our understanding of Christ, who He is, and why He 
had to die?  The Glory of Christ is His death on our behalf. 



 

II Peter 1: 12-21.  
 

The End….and the Beginning of Lent! 


